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OLD IS GOLD
HERITAGE UNIVERSITIES AROUND THE WORLD

", b\\\w

University of Al-Karaouine: Located in Fes, University of Oxford: Established in 1096 in
Morocco and founded in 859 by Fatima al- UK, it has always held a pioneering place in
Fihri, it has developed into one of the leading academic world.

universities for natural sciences.

University of Cambridge: Established in 1209
in UK, it is ranked as one of the world’s top five
universities and is a premier university in the

Al-Azhar University: Founded in 972 AD in wotld,

Cairo (Egypt), this University is the world’s
second oldest surviving university serving as a
centre for Arabic literature and Sunni Islamic
learning.

Umversnty of Salamanca Established in 1218
in Salamanca (Spain), it obtained the title of
‘university’ through Alexander IV’s papal bull
in 1225.

University of Bologna: Founded in 1088 in
Italy, it has a diverse range of programmes at all
levels.

University of Padua: Founded in 1222 in Italy,
it is notable for its revolutionary early research
in astronomy, law, medicine and philosophy.

niversity of Paris: Founded in 1150 in Paris

(France), it is often known as ‘la Sorbonne’. Courtesy: Department of Education
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CU Part lll Examination Results 2017

Level Programme Broad Discipline/ Total Total Total
Discipline/Group Subject Number | Number | Number
Name of of of
Students | Students | Students
Appeared | Passed/ Passed
in Final Awarded with
Year Degree 60% or
above
Con.'lputer 10 5 a
Science
Chemistry 21 19 7
Botany 2 1 1
B.Sc.(H) Zoology Science 31 30 12
Bachelor of
Science Physics 17 9 2
Mathematics 9 6 2
Economics 1 1 1
Anthropology 15 10 2
B.Sc General 75 28
Under
Graduate Political Science 7 5
Sanskrit 2 1
B.A(H) Arts
Bachelor of Bengali 24 14
Arts
English 28 22
Education 38 28 1
Philosophy 3 2
History 9 4
Journalism &
Mass 19 13 1
Communication
B.A General 214 52
Commerce (H) 102 24 2
B.Com.
Bachelor of Commerce
Commerce(G) 122 11
Commerce
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CONGRATULATIONS

The following prizes for academic excellence were awarded to the outgoing

students of the college of the year 2017

PRIZES

WINNERS

Guha Bijanprava Dhirendralal Memorial Prize instituted by
Dr. Samarendra Guha, Former Principal of this college, for
securing highest marks in Honours subjects among all
streams of B.A/ B.Sc/ B.Com Final Examination of C.U.

Oishik Kar
(Zoology Honours)

Dr. Sankar Chandra Ghosh Prize instituted by Dr. Sankar
Chandra Ghosh, Former Head of the Dept. Of Chemistry

for securing highest marks in the B.A Examination of C.U.

Sagarika Das
(Education Honours)

Principal Dr. Arun Kumar Bose Memorial Prize instituted
by Prof. Sachin Kumar Ghosh, Former Head of. the Dept.
of Chemistry for securing highest marks in the B.Sc.
Examination of C.U.

Oishik Kar
(Zoology Honours)

Rathindra Nath Majumder Memorial Prize awarded in
memory of Late Rathindranath Majumder, S.G. Lecturer
in the Dept. of English for securing highest marks in English

Honours in the B.A. Examination of C.U.

Anish Banerjee
(English Honours)

Krishna Mukherjee Memorial Prize instituted by

Prof. Bulu Mukhopadhyay, Head of the Dept. of English
for securing highest marks In English / Bengali Honours
in the B.A. Examination of C.U.

Anish Banerjee
(English Honours)

Mayukh Mohan Ghosh Memorial Prize instituted by
Prof. Sujash Nilay Ghosh, Former Head of the Dept. of
Bengali, for securing highest marks in Bengali Honours
in the B.A. Examination of C.U.

Susmita Sardar

(Bengali Honours)

Ajit Kumar Das Memorial Prize instituted by Dr. Kakali Das,
Former Head of the Dept. of Sanskrit for securing highest
marks in Sanskrit Honours in the B.A. Examination of C.U.

Amit Sardar
(Sanskrit Honours)
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Nirmal Chandra Gupta Memorial Prize for securing
highest marks in History Honours in the B.A.

Examination of C.U.

Vivekananda Mondal

(History Honours)

9. Nitindranath Basu Memorial Prize instituted by Upasana Paul
Prof. Jayati Ray Chaudhuri, Former Head of the (Philosophy Honours)
Dept. of Philosophy for securing highest marks in
Philosophy Honours in the B.A. Examination Of C.U.

10. Dr. Birendranath Goswami Memorial Prize instituted Madhumita Jana Sahoo
by Late Sukla Goswami, Former Head of the (Political Science
Dept. of Sanskrit for securing highest marks in Political Hons.)

Science Honours in the B.A. Examination of C.U.

11. Priyatosh Sen Choudhury Memorial Prize instituted by Tanusri Tarafder
Prof. Payal Sen Choudhury, Head of the Dept. of Journalism | (Journalism and Mass
and Mass Communication for securing highest marks in CommunicationHons)
Journalism and Mass Communication
Honours in the B.A. Examination of C.U.

12. Prize for securing highest marks in Education Honours in the | Sagarika Das
B.A. Examination of C.U. (Education Honours)

13. Dr. Hrishikesh Chatterjee Memorial Prize awarded in honour| Saikat Bag
of Late Hrishikesh Chatterjee, Former Head of the Dept. of | (Chemistry Honours)
Chemistry for securing highest marks in Chemistry Honours
in the B.Sc. Examination of C.U.

14. Phul Rani Lahiri Memorial Prize instituted by Dr. Saswati Saikat Bag
Chatterjee , Head of the Dept. of Chemistry awarded for (Chemistry Honours)
securing highest marks in Chemistry Honours in the B.Sc.

Examination of C.U.
15. Dr. Manoranjan Biswas Prize instituted by Dr. Manoranjan Subhajit Hazari

Biswas, Former Head of the Dept. of Physics for securing
highest marks in Physics Honours in the B.Sc. Examination

of C.U.

(Physics Honours)
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16.

Dr. Debrupa Chakraverty Memorial Prize instituted

By Dr. Anindya Dutta, Dept. of Physics, C.U in memory
of Late Dr. Debrupa Chakraverty, Former Teacher of the
Dept. of Physics, of this college for securing highest marks
in Physics Honours in the B.Sc. Examination of C.U.

Subhajit Hazari
(Physics Honours)

17.

Prize for securing highest marks in Mathematics Honours
in the B.Sc. Examination of C.U.

Sapiya Khatoon
(Mathematics Hons)

18.

Prize for securing highest marks in Botany Honours in the
B.Sc. Examination of C.U.

Sangita Sinha
(Botany Honours)

19.

Prize for securing highest marks in Zoology Honours in the
B.Sc. Examination of C.U.

Oishik Kar
(Zoology Honours)

20.

Prize for securing highest marks in Computer Science
Honours in the B.Sc. Examination of C.U.

Sushmita Saha
(Computer Science
Hons)

21.

Prize for securing highest marks in B.Com Honours in
the B.Com. Examination of C.U.

Bidesh Biswas
(B.Com Honours)

22.

Prize for securing highest marks in Economics Honours
in the B.Sc. Examination of C.U.

Asin Kar
(Economics Honours)
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NAMES OF STUDENTS WHO OBTAINED FIRST CLASS
IN C.U. PART-1Il HONOURS EXAMINATION - 2018

DEPARTMENT OF ANTHROPOLOGY

1 SAYAN CHAKRABORTY 564

2 ADITI DAS 553

3 DAIPAYAN GHOSH 551

4 M. SHINE 550
DEPARTMENT OF BENGALI

1 SHREYA DHARA 481
DEPARTMENT OF BOTANY

ANKITA SARKAR 495

2 SUSHMIT BANERJEE 492

DEPARTMENT OF CHEMISTRY

1 SUBHOJIT CHAKRABORTY 582

2 SIKTA CHAKRABORTY 535

3 BIPLAB DAS 532

4 ABHUJIT NANDI 524

5 SAYANTAN CHONGDAR 503

DEPARTMENT OF COMPUTER SCIENCE

1 UTTAM HATI 639
DEPARTMENT OF PHYSICS

SOURAV GHARAMI 512

SWARNA BANIK 491

SOURAV DEY 486
DEPARTMENT OF ZOOLOGY

1 DEEPSHIKHA MITRA 585

2 SUDESHNA SINHA 549

3 DIYA BANERJEE 519

4 AVISHEK DAS 512

5 SWARAJ RANJAN GUPTA 484
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Kousik Sen
B.Sc., 1st Year
Computer Science Honours
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The Magic of Lothal

Dr. Srabani Datta
Assistant Professor

Department of History

For the Avensis 2017 organised by the New Alipore College, the students of the History
Department chose Lothal for the exhibition competition. Next to Harappa and Mohenjodaro,
Lothal is one of the most prominent cities of the ancient Indus Valley Civilisation. The reason
for choosing Lothal as their topic was that the world's earliest known dock was excavated in
this region and as such this place was an important centre of trade between the Harappen
cities in Sindh and the peninsula of Saurashtra. This thriving trade centre was known for its
trade of beads, gems and valuable ornaments reaching the far corners of West Asia and
Africa. The techniques and tools they pioneered for bead making and in metallurgy have
stood the test of time for over 4000 years.

Lothal was discovered in 1954 AD. It was excavated from 13" February 1955 to 19®
May 1960 by the A.S.I. It is situated near the city of Saragwala in the Dholka Taluka of
Ahmedabad district. Resuming excavation in 1961, the archaeologists unearthed trenches
sunk in the northern, eastern and western flanks of the mound, bringing to light the inlet
channels and nullah connecting the dock with the Sabarmati river. The findings consist of a
mound, a township, a marketplace and a dock. The site of Lothal has been nominated as a
UNESCO World Heritage Site.

Like Mohenjodaro, the meaning of the word 'Lothal' (Loth + (s) thal) in Gujrati is 'the
mound of the dead.' Before the arrival of the Harappan people (c 3000 BCE), Lothal was a
small village next to the river providing access to the mainland from the Gulf a Khambhat.
The indigenous people maintained a prosperous economy attested by the discovery of copper
objects, beads and semi-precious stones. The Harappans were attracted to Lothal for its
sheltered harbour, rich cotton and rice growing environment and bead making industry. The
beads and gems of Lothal were coveted in the West. Lothal copper is unusually pure lacking
the arsenic typically used by the copper smiths across the rest of the Indus Valley. Workers
mixed tin with copper for the manufacture of celts, arrowheads, fishhooks, chisels, bangles,
rings, drills and spearheads although weapon manufacturing was minor. They used advanced
metalligical techniques and invented new tools such as curved saws and twisted drills unknown
to other civilisations at that time. Lothal was one of the most important centres of productions
for shell-working owing to the albundance of chank shell of high quality found in the Gulf of
Kutch and near the Kathiawar Coast.
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The discovery of etched carnelian beads and non etched barrel beads in Kish and Ur
(modern Iraq), Jalalabad (Afghanistan) and Susa (Iran) attest to the popularity of the Indus
bead industry across West Asia. The methods of the Lothal bead makers were very advanced
that no improvements have been noted over 4000 years. It is interesting to note that modern
bead makers in the Khambat area also follow the same technique. Double eye beads of agate
and collared or gold capped beads of jasper and carnelian beads are among those attributed

as uniquely from Lothal.

The Lothal excavation has brought to light about 213 seals. Seals of rulers and owners
were stamped on goods. A unique seal found here is from Bahrain showing contacts with

that region.

Lothal offers two new types of potter work, a convex bowl with or without stud handle
and a small jar with flaring rim, both in micaceous Red Ware period, not found in contemporary
Indus cultures, Lothal artists introduced a new form of realistic painting. Paintings depict
birds and animals in their natural surroundings. The realistic portrayal of human beings and
animal suggests a careful study of anatomical details and natural features. Terracotta models
are very common. Animal figures with wheels and movable head may have been utilised as

toys.

A flood destroyed the village foundations of Lothal in about 2350 BCE. As the settlements
were ruined, the Harappans based around Lothal and from Sindh took the opportunity to
expand their settlement and create a planned township on the lines of the major cities of the
Indus Valley. The city was divided into a citadel, an acropolis and a lower town. The rulers of
the town lived in the acropolis which had paved baths, underground and surface drains and
a potable water well. The lower town had a commercial area flanked by shops of rich and
ordinary craftsmen. The residential area was located on either side of the market place. The

lower town was also periodically enlarged, during Lothal's years of prosperity.

Lothal engineers accorded high priority to the creation of a dockyard and a warehouse
to serve the purposes of naval trade. Another view is that it may have been an irrigation tank
and canal. The dock was built on the eastern flank of the town and is regarded by archaeologists
as an engineering feat of the highest order. It provided access to ships in high tide as well. The
ware house was built close to the acropolis to enable the rulers to supervise the activity on the
dock and warehouse simultaneously. All the construction were made of fire-dried bricks, lime
and sand mortar and not by sun dried bricks as bricks are still intact after 4000 years and still

bonded together with each other with the mortar bond.
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The uniform organisation of the town and institutions give evidence that the Harappans
were a very disciplined people. Municipal administration was strict. Drains, manholes and
cesspools kept the city clean and deposited the waste in the river. Metalware, gold jewellery
and tastefully decorated ornaments attest to the culture and properity of the people of Lothal.
The people of Lothal worshipped a fire god, speculated to be the horned deity depicted on
seals which is evidenced by the presence of private and public altars where religious ceremonies
were conducted. The citizens of Lothal also practised the cremation of the dead.

The declinig prosperity of the town, the paucity of resources and poor administration
increased the woes of a people pressured by consistent floods and storms. The salinity of the
soil increased and the land became inhospitable to life including crops. A massive flood
(C 1900 BCE) completely destroyed the town in a single stroke. the basin and the dock were
sealed with silt and debries and the buildings razed to the ground. The population fled to the
inner regions. Our students very meticulously portayed Lothal in its heyday and Lothal in
ruins by making models of the town and the crafts. Their efforts were rewarded with the first
prize in the exhibition category.

“History is the historian’s experience; it is made by nobody save the
historian; to write history is the only way of making it.”

— Michael Oakeshott
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My Living City
Dr. Dhrubajyoti Banerjee
Assistant Professor
Department of English

Just like others, I have to do a lot of travelling across the City. There is a thought that
keeps haunting me as | travel in public transport or walk or drive though crowded streets. |
wonder what is going on in the minds of the unknown individuals that I see all around me. |
had read somewhere that all individuals are silently fighting their own battles and this had
intrigued me further.

A standard way of representing the metropolis of contemporary times is to paint it as
being impersonal. We are always bombarded with news of incidents where individuals have
had to see the indifferent face of the City. But I would like to take this occasion to share three
disjointed incidents that I have experienced in the place that [ call my hometown. They are
casually collated but they speak a lot of the human touch that many think has deserted our
lives.

In a room on the ground floor of the building next to our home, a couple try to make
both ends meet by ironing clothes from households in our locality. Often we find this couple
being visited by relatives from their native village. As one small room which they can call
their own is spatially insufficient for them let alone for their visitors, most of the time the
visitors are found sitting in the open passages of the building. A couple of days back I happened
to wake up early only to find two kids (who had come to visit this couple from the village)
engrossed in their school homework. They had nicely spread a bed sheet on the floor and
were completing exercises given in school. The neat and clean school bag and nicely covered
books and exercise books spoke a lot about their commitment towards studies. It added an
extra amount of freshness to my morning. While looking at those young children engaged in
studies I felt that they were indeed taking small steps towards empowerment. [ hoped and
prayed that they never lose this zeal for learning as life itself would surely come up with
economic challenges greater than the ones that we have to face. But if they succeed, they
would surely be able to live a better life in the future. As a person committed to the spread of
learning, I felt good but I also alerted myself to the fact that people like us have a great
responsibility in ensuring that talent and potential should never be wasted. In a world filled
with attempts to commodify education, this little incident reminded me of the pristine nature
of the vocation.
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In the market some weeks ago, [ experienced something very interesting. A middle aged
lady was buying flowers from a vendor close to where I happened to be standing. As was
natural, she had a smart phone in her hand and was engaged in a video call with someone.
[ had a memory of a person | had seen on a crowded metro desperately trying to surf content
on social media with one free hand while the other was grabbing the handle in the coach.
With the usual impatience that | have for these compulsive and addictive behaviours, I had
mentally placed this elderly lady in the market along with the individuals obsessed with
social media. Suddenly I realized that she was talking to a child on video call. Soon the call
got disconnected and I heard her relate to the shop owner (she seemed a regular customer)
of how her grandchild who lives in another city loves to chat with her online and the smart
phone is a way in which she can see her grandchild. She went away and I thought that
technology does indeed help many to overcome loneliness and be in touch with loved ones.
In this contemporary world of shrinking distances, loved ones living in other cities if not
countries, has become the order of the day. Technology helps in connecting these spatially
separated individuals. That evening, the market place seemed suddenly to have become
beautiful and the grandparent’s joy at having interacted with the grandchild brightened the
street a lot.

At traffic signals we all have noticed young children approaching car windows with
packets of agarbatti. Without any idea of how they would smell, they generally meet with
very little success. Moreover, most of the air conditioned cars with window shields rolled up
are not accessible to these children. Once [ saw a man call such a child near his car window.
He placed some currency notes in the child’s hand. The face of the child lit up and as he was
about to give this man an equal amount of agarbattis the man stopped the child. With a
warm smile on his lips he said that he did not need the agarbattis. The child might as well try
to sell them to others. Having said that, the car drove off. Cynics would argue that this does
not solve the malaise of poverty in any way. But I felt kindness that day, a little effort to do
good, to be compassionate in a small way. The act was humane and that was what was
important.

We have been taught that small stories are more interesting than larger and bigger
narratives because in a bid to identify tendencies, larger narratives lose out on the human
element. The sharing of these stories was not done with any intention to prove anything and
the readers are free to make their own interpretations. But somehow [ feel that there is
goodness left in this world and we only need to look around us to find it. After all it is only one
life that we have .... why not make it beautiful for ourselves and others?
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Decoding the inherent pattern of Nature :

The Golden Ratio

Prof. Debarati Das
Assistant Professor
Department of Botany

Around 1200 AD, mathematician Leonardo Fibonacci discovered the unique properties of
the Fibonacci sequence. This sequence relates directly with the Golden ratio because if
you take any two successive Fibonacci numbers, their ratio is very close to the Golden ratio.
As the numbers get higher, the ratio becomes even closer to 1.618. For example, the ratio of
3 to 5is 1.666. But the ratio of 13 to 21 is 1.625. Getting even higher, the ratio of 144 to 233
is 1.618. These numbers are all successive numbers in the Fibonacci sequence.

THE FIBONACCI SEQUENCE
The Fibanaco Sequence is the seres of
roneen bre s

0, 1,023, 5 5, 13, 21, 345589144 ...
The rule:

The next number is found by adding up the
twer nuimbers beltore it (n=2)

Ky =My ¥ Xy

The Golden ratio is a special number found by dividing a line into two parts so that the
longer part divided by the smaller part is also equal to the whole length divided by the longer
part. It is often symbolized using phi, after the 21st letter of the Greek alphabet. In an equation
form, it looks like this:

a/b = (a+b)/a = 1.6180339887498948420 ...

_ Art
Mathematics Geometry

Beauty ’] 6/] 8 Design

88 Cosmology Lite Theology
|

13x13

21=21
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Phi is more than an obscure term found in mathematics and physics. It appears around us
in our daily lives, even in our aesthetic views. Studies have shown that when test subjects
view random faces, the ones they deem most attractive are those with solid parallels to the
Golden ratio. Faces judged as the most attractive show Golden ratio proportions between
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the width of the face and the width of the eyes, nose, and eyebrows. The test subjects weren’t
mathematicians or physicists familiar with phi — they were just average people, and the
Golden ratio elicited an instinctual reaction.

The Golden ratio was used to achieve balance and beauty in many Renaissance paintings
and sculptures. Da Vinci himself used the Golden ratio to define all of the proportions in his
Last Supper, including the dimensions of the table and the proportions of the walls and
backgrounds. The Golden ratio also appears in da Vinci’s Vitruvian Man and the Mona
Lisa. Other artists who employed the Golden ratio include Michelangelo, Raphael, Rembrandt,
Seurat, and Salvador Dali.

: 1-‘:5'_"_: g |
R T e,

The Golden ratio also appears in all forms of nature and science. Some unexpected places
includes the following :

Fig.: Images showing incorporation of the Golden Ratio.
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Flower petals: The number of petals on some flowers follows
the Fibonacci sequence. It is believed that in the Darwinian
processes, each petal is placed to allow for the best possible
exposure to sunlight and other factors.

Seed heads: The seeds of a flower are often produced at the
center and migrate outward to fill the space. For example,
sunflowers follow this pattern.

Pinecones: The spiral pattern of the seed pods spiral upward in
opposite directions. The number of steps the spirals take tend to
match Fibonacci numbers.

Tree branches: The way tree branches form or split is an
example of the Fibonacci sequence. Root systems and algae
exhibit this formation pattern.

Shells: Many shells, including snail shells and nautilus shells,
are perfect examples of the Golden spiral.

Spiral galaxies: The Milky Way has a number of spiral arms,
each of which has a logarithmic spiral of roughly 12 degrees.
The shape of the spiral is identical to the Golden spiral, and the
Golden rectangle can be drawn over any spiral galaxy.

Hurricanes: Much like shells, hurricanes often display the Golden
ratio.

Fingers: The length of our fingers, each section from the tip of
the base to the wrist is larger than the preceding one by roughly
the ratio of phi.
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Animal bodies: The measurement of the human navel to the
floor and the top of the head to the navel is the Golden ratio. But
we are not the only examples of the Golden ratio in the animal
kingdom; dolphins, starfish, sand dollars, sea urchins, ants and
honeybees also exhibit the proportion.

DNA molecules: A DNA molecule measures 34 angstroms by
21 angstroms at each full cycle of the double helix spiral. In the
Fibonacci series, 34 and 21 are successive numbers.

To conclude one can quote the famous scientist Albert Eienstein ......

Life is a great tapestry. The
individual Is only an insignificant
thread in an immense and

miraculous pattern.

AZQUOTES
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The Echoes of ‘Silent Spring’

Dr. Mohsina Iqbal
Assistant Professor

Department of Botany

“Our heedless and destructive acts enter into the vast cycles of the earth and in time
return to bring hazard to ourselves,” these words by Rachel Carson probably brought into
the forefront the harmful effect of pesticides and aroused environmental consciousness to
such an extent which no other single work by any author has done till date. Born on 27 May
1907 in Springdale, Pennsylvania, Rachel Carson was an outstanding student, often praised
by her teachers. She studied English at Pennsylvania College for Women in Pittsburgh but
changed her discipline due to her love for nature. She studied creative writing at John Hopkins
University and earned a masters degree in the subject. She also completed a Master’s Degree
in Zoology from the same University in 1932. She served as a marine biologist in the Bureau
of fisheries, US in 1936 when she published her first book “Under the Sea Wind”. Her
fascination and love for nature was evident in her bestseller book “The Sea Around Us”
which was translated into 30 languages. For this book Carson received the National Book
Award and the Gold Medal of the New York Zoological Society. Her extensive research work
brought about the publication of the ‘Silent Spring’ which explained how indiscriminate
application of agricultural chemicals, pesticides, and other modern chemicals polluted our
streams, damaged bird and animal populations, and caused severe medical problems for
humans.

The book begins with a fictional chapter of an unnamed American town living in harmony
suddenly struck by a mysterious disease. It talks about a white powder being sprayed over
the land causing sterility in orchard trees, streams being devoid of fish and birds falling sick.
Later on the book slowly reveals the common pesticides or chemicals that do not kill outright
but accumulate in the fat tissues and can be carcinogenic and can cause a heritable change.
A detailed account of case studies like wiping out a population of Japanese Beetles due to
spraying of Aldrin in Detriot, decline in the robin population due to their feeding on the bark
of trees which had been sprayed with chemicals etc. has been incorporated in the book. In
the concluding chapter Carson calls out not for an outright ban on pesticide but for caution,
further study and for biological alternatives.

Before the publication of the book, Carson was fully aware of the criticism she would
receive especially from the pesticide industry who would feel threatened and try to discredit
her work. Her fears proved to be right when thousands of US dollars were spent by the
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critics in the chemical industry to refute her claims in the book. She was given the title of a
cat lover, a fish lover, a priestess of nature and a poor scientist by her critics. They even
published a book ‘Desolate Year’ explaining how the world would be on the brink of extinction
without pesticides. But Carson’s work was so lucid and her topics so engrossing that it
became the bestseller. It brought about a sea change in environmental consciousness—
people wrote to the congress to stop the misuse of pesticides. The Research and Advisory
Committee on Environmental Dangers constituted by President Kennedy published a report
on The Uses of Pesticides which supported the views of Silent Spring. In 1970 finally
Environment Protection Agency (EPA) came into being . They formulated policies to protect
air, water and ultimately public health and safety. Environmental activists also won the battle
of the ban on pesticides DDT, the chemical that started the research on Carson’s Silent
Spring.

Carson’s book therefore continues to be a pioneer on the ideas of ecological awareness,
environmental protection and conservation. It does not simply portray the harmful effects of
chemicals but also provides a bird’s eye view of the chemical used in aerial spray, their
impact on the ecological food chain. The legacy of silent spring paved way to green chemistry,
eco friendly pesticides and sustainability in all areas of life.

“The Earth does not belong to us, We belong to the Earth.”

— Marlee Martin
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‘City of Joy’ or ‘Unreal City’? :
Exploring the Cityscape in Mrinal Sen’s Interview

Prof. Victor Mukherjee
Department of English

Calcutta is a city of glaring contrasts and that is me — restless, nervous,
unpredictable, intimidating, infernal; and | have grown in this state of confusion,
this chaotic situation. Calcutta excites me, Calcutta provokes me, Calcutta
inspires me, Calcutta gives me a lot of intellectual food, Calcutta is something
which irritates me and saddens me, Calcutta acts like a stimulant and as a
provocation. Wherever I go, wherever I work, whether it is inside Calcutta or
outside, even in the remotest part of the South, or maybe in the North or in
the West, | carry the spirit of Calcutta with me: I call Calcutta my El Dorado.
(Bandyopadhyay and Katyal 3)

- Mrinal Sen, Ten Days in Calcutta: A Portrait of Mrinal Sen (1987)

Born in Faridpur in the year 1923, Mrinal Sen grew up through the climactic decades of
the Indian Independence Movement. He was the son of a nationalist lawyer in a town noted
for the affinity with the extremist side of the freedom struggle. During the forties, Sen got
involved with the IPTA, a communist cultural organisation that gave him close contact with
the common people as well as with artists who shared his political outlook and humanitarian
social philosophy. The forties, of course, were momentous years in Bengal marked by political
agitation, communal carnage and the tragedy of Partition, but it was the appalling devastation
wrought by the Bengal Famine in 1943 that had the single most indelible effect on the twenty
year old Sen, an effect which was to last throughout his life, at the background of all his
social and political thinking, and have a significant effect on several of his films, notably
Baise Sravan (1960), Calcutta 71 (1972) and Akaler Sandhane (1980).

Towards the end of the colonial period, Bengal had progressively lost prominence in
national politics. The glory days of the cultural ‘Renaissance’ of the early 19" century were
over and a gradual but steady phase of disillusionment was beginning to set in. Moreover,
factors like the refugee crisis and the debilitating man-made Bengal famine of 1943 made
matters worse. It is interesting to note that the dominant forms of art in Post-Partition Bengal
began to focus upon the cityscape as a space of disillusionment, growing unemployment,
crushed ideals and unfulfilled dreams. Several films directed by Mrinal Sen have Kolkata as
their backdrop. In the book, Montage: Life. Politics. Cinema (2002), Sen observed:
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It was early 1970s that the very air in Calcutta seemed to crackle with anger.
That was period when [ made three films in three successive years — Interview,
Calcutta 71 and Padatik. They were justifiably, angry and restless... and in
varying degrees, both passionate and blatant. That was when my team and 1
could not escape the pressures of our times. That was when we affirmed our
condition to rebellion. All this perhaps reads like a pamphlet but that was our

reality. (Sen 100)

The reality of Kolkata’s topography, its people and its social life are projected in Sen’s
Interview (1971), Calcutta 71 (1972) and Padatik (1973). The lead characters in the films
offer a microcosm of the upper-middle class and middle-class people of Kolkata. Their dreams
come across, merged with their struggles to overcome the hurdles that come in the way of
these dreams. The character of the city kept evolving in Sen’s films in keeping with the real
changes that swept through it over time. Kolkata in his films goes beyond being a mere
physical presence. His films show his desire to go deep into the mindset and psyche of the
city, to capture its core and its essence. Interestingly, some of his films place characters
against the backdrop of the city and try to explore the mutual influences and interdependence
of the city on the characters.

When Mrinal Sen made the film Interview (1971), Kolkata was going through some of
its most turbulent times in history. Interview, the first in a group of three Bengali films that
dealt with the political challenges experienced particularly in Kolkata in the early seventies.
This was a period of political and social turbulence caused by the Naxalite agitation, a
largely youthful and idealistic movement claiming authority from Maoist doctrines and
deferring to the leadership of the Communist Party of India (Marxist-Leninist); the turbulence
was in a small way due to the brutally repressive reaction to it by the forces of the establishment,
especially during the Emergency rule during the middle of the decade.

Sen’s Interview explores the journey — physical, emotional and metaphorical — of a
young man through the streets of Kolkata from one morning to late night, hunting for a
proper suit to be worn for an interview. The camera in this film turns into an investigative
journalist, a social and political observer and finally, a silent commentator on the way things
are for some serious minded young people in a milieu where most youngsters are misled by
extremist aspirations of changing the world through the mouth of the gun. It follows a neat
and appealing story about a young unemployed man whose hopes in seeking work enhanced
by the promise of a job interview. Indeed, there is no potential for drama in this, for all he has
to do is attend — appropriately dressed; it is in regard to this relatively trivial precondition
that the narrative so entertainingly unfolds, for Ranjit Mallick, the central character of the
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film, has first to collect his only suit from the dry cleaners. The initial hurdle to be crossed is
the domestic crisis which ensues when he cannot find the dry cleaning docket, but this
proves to be not all dramatic when he takes it to the shop and finds that dry cleaners and
laundry workers throughout the city are on strike and that he cannot even get into the shop
to beg for, or even steal, his suit. In good narrative fashion hope does not dwindle early, so
that things get better before they get worse, and a friend offer offers to lend him a suit. Again,
it would seem that the film’s end is high, except that Ranjit leaves the suit on a bus in the
commotion that evolves out of his nobly apprehending a pickpocket and giving evidence
against him at the police station. Ranjit’s concern for honesty is rewarded, perversely, by the
disappearance of his friend’s suit, and with only hours to go to the interview his desperation
becomes acute as an attempt to fit into a suit of his late father proves comically unsuccessful.
And then, with no real alternative, he decides to attend the interview in national dress —
clean, smart and truly Bengali — a move which turns out to be decidedly inappropriate,
however, the moment he enters the interview room and sees his potential masters all dressed
in western-style suits. Needless to say, he does not get the job.

Mrinal Sen was quite successful in establishing a suitable cinematic context for the
playing out of the conflict between nationalist and colonialist values in his film, Interview.
This film depicts the passing of Imperialism in the removal of statues of the agents of the
British Raj from Kolkata’s public places, one especially significant image being that of a
representation of a seemingly vice-regal personage lying prone in the back of a truck with a
rope, noose-like, around its neck, being taken away from the public gaze. A close-up of a
cannon reminds us that empires are won by conquest and held by force, yet the Victoria
Memorial outside which the cannon stands continues to dominate the southern end of the
Maidan and the colonial style of architecture was not, in 1970, particularly threatened by
developers. Counter to this imagery is that which suggests a nationalist or, more specifically,
Kolkatan perspective. The camera on a truck moves through a quiet winding Kolkata street,
and while it is typical of the city, it is not easy to forget that the architecture is the product of
a colonialist experience. More mundane images lend intensity to the pictures: washing the
clothes, hanging them in the balconies, tea being made on a charcoal burner, the chaotic
local fish market, traditional Indian sculpture and some scroll drawings of a Bengali babu
winding a dhoti, taking betel leaf.

The structure of the film leaves its linear, narrative style and evolves into an anti-narrative
abstraction suffused with concrete images in keeping with the seething, simmering and
bursting anger of the hero who becomes as microcosm of the city, simmering and seething
with the restive anger of its frustrated youth. He smashes a show window and strips a suited
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mannequin inside, symbolising rebellion against the colonial mindset that insists on an English
being won at an interview long after India’s Independence. Cut to a battle-cry of Inquilab
Zindabad on the soundtrack with a collage of visual flashing on screen showing slogan-
raising masses in procession, zeroing in on protesting fists and faces. The spirit of Kolkata
explodes and the creative integration of the maker with his milieu is complete. Kolkata
becomes not just the backdrop, but the mirror of the film’s theme. It is interesting to note that
Mrinal Sen largely followed a pattern, not cinematic but ideological, of getting characters
influenced by the director’s ideology and asking questions that represented the most significant
socio-political and cultural issues of his contemporary times. Sen as a director traced the
social and political ferment of India with greater audacity than any other Indian filmmaker.
He mirrored class conflict as much as middle-class angst. Kolkata played the role of a catalyst
for him in tracing the evolving political ideology and social consciousness in those turbulent
years of Indian history.
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“For years and years, even during the time of my first visit in 1962, it has
been said that Calcutta was dying, that its port was sitting up, its antiquated
industry declining, but Calcutta hadn't died. It hadn't done much, but it
had gone on.”

— V. S. Naipaul
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The Migratory Birds — and their incredible flight...

Sanchari Bhattacharyya
B.Sc., 2nd Year
Zoology Honours

The outset of the winters the month October is indeed pleasant and enjoyable. During
this moderate climate we feel relaxed and usually enjoy deep slumber at night. But during this
season, there is a part of the world where a lot of hustle bustle is going on far away in the cold
and desolate are of Tibetan plateau and Siberia, the birds like Siberian Cranes and geese
start feeling the urge of moving away from that part of the world to a safer place in the south
as unbearable cold is stealthily setting in.

The amazing senses of these stupendous birds warn them against this deadly cold. Now
the head off the flock give green signal and they'll flap their wings to get ready for a long
journey of two thousand kilometers southwards towards Pong Dam in Himachal Pradesh.
The journey isn't simple and direct at all. They fly over the ranges of Himalayas and many
countries. The journey is considered to be the most dangerous and difficult journey in the
world. At times they fly at a height of 26,000 feet where temparature is
—40°C and there is very minimal oxygen. They continue their flight at night also where the
stars may guide their way.

The arrival of these bird at Pong Dam or the Beas Dam in Himachal Pradesh is welcomed
by all over the country and also by the world. Bird watchers and normal people come here to
watch them for the next 6 months. Various species of migratory birds make Pong Dam their
home and also their breeding space for the time being. And why not, if someone glances at
their long journey, they would certainly treat them as most revered guest. They're joined by
different part of the world.

During spring season, it's time to bid them goodbye. These geese again flap their wings
and set out for a long journey back home once again. And they return back to Tibet. their
foresightedness and prudence can be seen as they set out for their migratory journey exactly
at the appropriate time. The target of their journey is also set and not aimless. Their perfect
timing and calculation is really appreciative and amazing.

The gaggle of this geese move in a synchronised and symmetrical way. This further
shows the sense of belongingness. The flight also proves of their determination and discipline.
If this birds from cold and desolte part of world can show a long list of disciplinary actions
and etiquettes then why having the advanced brains, humans fails to do so. It's time to sit and
think !
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Mangroves

Arko Sengupta
B.Sc., 2nd Year

Botany Honours

Mangrove forests or swamps can be found on low, muddy, tropical coastal areas around
the world. Mangroves are woody plants that form the dominant vegetation of mangrove
forests. They are characterized by their prop roots, their ability to tolerate regular inundation
by salt water, and by precocious (pre-dispersal) germination of their seeds and development
of their seedlings. Woody plants sharing these adaptations are all called mangroves although
not closely related; the mangroves belong to Rhizophoraceae, Meliaceae, and Verbenaceae.

Mangrove forests form along the banks of estuarine rivers. They form dense thickets of
prop roots and aerial stems, which in turn trap sediments and move the shallow mud flats
and delta areas seaward. The mud, stems, and roots make excursions into mangroves difficult,
a real biological adventure.

Mangroves are highly productive areas contributing to the food chains of coastal oceanic
areas. The biomass and diversity of invertebrates per unit area of mangroves and adjacent
mud flats is very high. Seabirds using mangroves as rookeries and by depositing their guano,
they return valuable nitrogen from the oceans to the mangrove forest. Many oceanic organisms
rely on mangroves for part of their life cycle, so mangroves are nurseries for ocean fisheries.
The thick mangrove forests also protect low coastal areas in storms. However, humans have
tended to look upon mangrove swamps as useless vegetation blocking their access to the
coast, so mangroves have been destroyed in many areas by human development. Given the
key position mangrove forests in the life cycles and food chains of coastal oceans, this
destruction will have an adverse affect on coastal fisheries.

Importance of Mangrove

1. Mangroves protect shorelines from damaging storm and hurricane winds, waves, and
floods. Mangroves also help prevent erosion by stabilizing sediments with their tangled root
systems. They maintain water quality and clarity, filtering pollutants and trapping sediments
originating from land.

2. Serving as valuable nursery areas for shrimp, crustaceans, molluscs, and fishes, mangroves
are a critical component of Florida’s commercial and recreational fishing industries. These
habitats provide a rich source of food while also offering refuge from predation. Snook
(Centropomus undecimalis), gray snapper (Lutjanus griseus), tarpon (Megalops atlanticus),
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jack (Caranx spp.), sheepshead (Archosargus probatocephalus), and red drum (Sciaenops
ocettatus) all feed in the mangroves. Florida’s fisheries would suffer a dramatic decline without
access to healthy mangrove habitats.

3. In other parts of the world, people have utilized mangrove trees as a renewable resource.
Harvested for durable, water-resistant wood, mangroves have been used in building houses,
boats, pilings, and furniture. The wood of the black mangrove and buttonwood trees has
also been utilized in the production of charcoal. Tannins and other dyes are extracted from
mangrove bark. Leaves have been used in tea, medicine, livestock feed, and as a substitute
for tobacco for smoking. In Florida, beekeepers have set up their hives close to mangroves in
order to use the nectar in honey production.

A wildcat haven and covered almost entirely in dense jungle and mangroves, exploring
it requires some alternative transport. Thanks to the maze of narrow waterways that crisscross
the land, kayaking is a popular choice for anyone wishing to venture deeper into the jungle.
And, paddling your way through these dense mangroves offers a chance to see the natural
wonders of an island.

‘““We need to think of ‘blue carbon’ and other services provided by
healthy marine ecosystem. Mangroves, seagrasses and coastal
marshes are great sinks of the atmospheric carbon’.

— Enric Sala
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Sachin Tendulkar
Arijit Mitra
B.A., 1st Year

Bengali Honours

One of the greatest cricketer & our legend Sachin Tendulkar was born in Bombay on
24th April 1973. His father's name is Ramesh Tendulkar. He has three siblings Ajit, Nitin &
Sabita.

Sachin is a former Indian Cricketer and a former Captain regarded as one of the greatest
batsmen of all time. The highest run scorer of all time in International Cricket, Tendulkar took
up cricket at the age of eleven made his test debut on 15th November 1989 against Pakistan
in Karachi at the age of sixteen and went on to represent Mumbai domestically and India
internationally for close to twenty four years. He is the only player to have scored one hundred
international centuries. The first batsman to score a double century in a one day international
the holder of record for the most number of runs in both ODI and Test Cricket & the only
player to complete more then 30000 runs in International Cricket and to be a part of 6 World
Cups (1992-2011) in his carrer, Tendulkar was a part of the Indian team that won the 2011
World Cup, his first win in six World Cup appearences for India. He had previously been
named ‘Player of the Series’ (Most runs 673) in the 2003 edition of the Tournament.

Tendulkar received Arjuna Award in 1994 for his outstanding sports. In 1997 he received
Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna for India's highest sporting achievement and he also received
‘Padmashri’ & ‘Padmavibhusan’ awards in 1999 and 2008 respectively. India's fourth &
‘second highest Civilian Award’. After a few hours of his final match on 16th November
2013 the Prime Minister's Office announced the decision to award him the ‘Bharat Ratna’
India's highest civilian award. He is the youngest recipient to date and the first ever sportsman
to receive the award. On 4th June 2012 Tendulkar was nominated to Rajya Sabha the upper
house of Parliament of India. He is the 1st Person awarded the honorary rank of group
captain by the Indian Air Force. He is the God of Cricket. His nickname is ‘Master Blaster’.

In December 2012 Tendulkar announced his retirement from ODIs. He retired from
20-20 Cricket in October 2013. And subsequently he retired from all forms of cricket on 16th
November 2013 after playing his 200th Test Match against West Indies in Mumbai's Wankhede

stadium. Tendulkar played 663 International Cricket matches in total scoring 34347 runs.

‘Sachin Tendulkar The God of Cricket’

‘Master Blaster’
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Child Labour

Sreyasi Mondal
B.Sc., 2nd Year

Botany Honours

Can we eliminate child labour ? Though this is desirable but its root actually lies in the
socioeconomic scenario that is prevalent in our country. It's actually impossible to evict child
labour from our society. Anyone just can't ignore the fact that employers pay much less to a
child than they would pay to an adult through work in quite same and equally deserving. It is
a nightmarish situation for the young children as they're not even privileged with basic

education.

But when one considers the economic compulsions of the families which force the children
to work, it is seen that elimination of the child labour is a distant dream unless the

socioeconomic status of this below poverty level families is improved.

Realising the harm child labour might cause, the Indian Government took few steps to
stop exploitation and improve their working conditions. Besides a comprehensive law called
Child Labour Act 1986 was promulgated to prohibit employment of children in some
hazardous occupation and process.

In India 1987 Indian Government formulated national policy on child labour to protect
the interests of children and focus on development programmes for the benefit of child labourers.
As a part of the policy, National Child Labour Projects had been set up in different part of the
country to rehabilitate child labour. Under this project special schools are established to
provide non-formal education, vocational training, supplementary nutrition etc. to children

who are withdrawn from employment.

Though elimination of child labour is an impossible task in current scenario, the Indian
government is putting up a fight against it, making sure to increase the literacy among children,
giving them a healthy lifestyle. But the million dollar question is, when will the ideal situation

for these children come ?

“Child labor means poverty, unemployment, illiteracy, population
growth, and other social problems.”

— Kailash Satyarthi (Nobel Prize winner in peace.)
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Fascinating Greece: A land of Myths and Modernity

Dr. Neela Sarkar
Associate Professor

Dept. of English

Sometimes life has this amazing quality of handing out surprises. Last October 1 was
meeting Prof. Sukla Basu, Former Prof. of the Department of English and Modern European
Languages, Visva Bharati , for our customary Bijoya get together, when over a cup of
Darjeeling tea she said that the theatre group ‘Poesis’ of which she was founder had been
invited to Greece to perform a play and whether I would be interested in going? For students
of literature, Greece has a special fascination. I immediately said “yes”. Little did I guess
that I would have to perform too! The last time I had acted on stage was during my college
days but the thought of going to Greece was enough to drive away the niggling doubts that
I had about my histrionic talents.

We were scheduled to perform at the University of Crete on 26 .5.2018. The play
chosen was Aristophanes’ Lysistrata. The interesting part was that it would be in Bangla
with Greek subtitles. Lysistrata is an antiwar comedy, where the main character tries to get
the warring city states to abandon warfare and embrace peace. Our research showed that
Lysistrata had a great deal of similarity with Durga our own warrior Goddess whose ultimate
intention was to ensure that the Gods and the demons stopped their eternal feuds. Hence,
our Lysistra was to be an embodiment of Athena and Durga. While we got the dialogues and
a couple of dances ready, the Greek students would prepare a couple of dances which
would be incorporated in the play. In this age of video conferencing this wasn’t difficult to
arrange. Since most of the members of ‘Poesis’ are professionals and students scattered
over the districts of West Bengal, rehearsals could be held only on weekends. In addition to
rehearsals, travel arrangements had to be made, props readied, costumes stitched, gifts
packed, and hundred other things to be taken care of, and all in very short time. At one point
of time we began to doubt we would ever be ready.

23 May. The big day had arrived. Our flight to Athens via Doha was to depart at
3.a.m. We assembled at the Netaji Subhas Chandra Airport at midnight. International
departures require one to report 3 hours prior to departure for security checks. Somehow
time flew and soon we were boarding our Air Qatar flight to Athens. The plane was a wide
bodied Boeing and we settled into our seats. The flight took off and we left the twinkling
lights of Kolkata far below. Soon the stewards and hostesses came around serving a choice
of Indian and continental breakfasts. At 6.30 a.m. we were at Doha , ready to take a connecting
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flight. At Doha the young Airline official who was overseeing transfers was a Bengali, and
there is nothing that gladdens a Bengali more than to find a fellow Bengali in a foreign land.
The young lady who checked our passports was also a Bengali! We boarded our plane for
the final leg of the journey and were served another round of delicious breakfast before we
landed at Athens at noon.

Athens airport is about half the size of Netaji Subhash. We quickly cleared customs and
stepped out into dazzling sunlight for our first experience of the city. The roads are clean, no
body honks, pedestrians are allowed to cross and vehicles wait patiently. The shops are
neatly laid out, and the people are extremely friendly. Orange trees lined the streets and
oranges were there for the picking! Our host, lannis, a doctor, took us to his apartment
where we were treated to a traditional Greek lunch comprising pita breads, souvalaki which
is somewhat like our kathi rolls , dolma, a close cousin to the Bengali favourite, the ‘paturi’
(stuffed vegetables baked in grape leaves.) tzatziki made of yogurt, remarkably like our raita,
Greek salad and cheese and of course the ubiquitous wine. We have all heard about how
good looking the Greeks are but no one had quite prepared us for their hospitality. They are
amazingly gracious.

Our first visit was to the Acropolis, the chief attraction of Athens. The Acropolis is an
ancient citadel on the highest hilltop but is badly damaged. The Parthenon, the temple
dedicated to Goddess Athena the patron of Athens is also included in the same complex .
One is awestruck by the sheer size and stark beauty of these temples which were built in the
6t C BC. Although at first, climbing up the hillside seemed a daunting task, sheer excitement
led us on and once at the top we were rewarded with a panoramic view of the city below.
The port of Piraeus lay in the distance bathed in a golden glow. The sun was still high in the
western sky when we came down around 8 pm. After walking around the Plaka which is the
old historical district and the main shopping area we had our dinner at one of the quaint
roadside cafes and retired for the night.

24" May: The second day dawned bright and clear and after a quick breakfast we
were off to the Temple of Zeus. The massive remnants of the temple were impressive no
doubt, but like the Acropolis this too was in ruins. From here we went to watch the Changing
of the Guards, at the tomb of the Unknown Soldier, in front of the Presidential Palace. Every
day at 11a.m. this highly stylized ceremonious exercise is carried out. The uniforms of the
tall and strapping soldiers are elaborate and remarkable; they have three sets of official
uniforms with different historical significance to be worn on special days. The whole exercise
had us totally enthralled. Suddenly dark rain clouds began blowing in from the sea and we
were relieved to escape from the Mediterranean sun. From here we went to visit the theatre

105



of Epidaurus. This is the largest and the best preserved theatre in Greece. Built into the
hillside it is remarkably well preserved. Built like an amphitheatre, the actors performed in
the well, there was a place for the musicians and the chorus and the galleries could
accommodate 5000 spectators. What was truly remarkable was that even without the use of
microphones the actors were clearly audible. We tested this out by shouting from the stage to
our friends who had gone up to the topmost tier of the gallery. The rain clouds which had
been threatening for quite some time finally came down and we were caught in a deluge.
The rain cleared just as suddenly as it had appeared and we had the heavens smiling down
at us once again. With a clear blue sky and a crisp wind which smelt of the earth and the
oleanders which lined the highway we were off to the harbor of Piraeus from where we
would catch the cruise to Heraklion, the capital of the Greek island of Crete. From the cruise
ship we were witness to a spectacular sunset, and when the ship finally left the harbour the
twinkling lights reflected in the harbour reminded me of Ganga Arati on the Ghats of Benaras
or Haridwar. We had just spent two fantastic days and our cup of joy was full to the brim.
As we settled into our bunk beds for the night we couldn’t have wished for anything more.

25% May: Arrived at Heraklion at 7a.m. and stepped out into bright sunshine. Wide
empty streets with a few taxis and buses plying, greeted us much like a ‘bandh day’ in
Kolkata. lannis’s father and aunt were waiting for us. They greeted us as if we had known
each other for ever. We piled into the cars and in half an hour we were at their place. A
sumptuous breakfast, comprising of cereals, doughnuts, bread, homemade jams, cheese,
pancakes and honey, awaited us but what was really humbling was the icing on the cake
which read ‘apnake swagato’ in Bangla script. | wonder whether any of us would go to such
lengths to make our guests (whom we were meeting for the first time) feel so special. From
breakfast it was straight to stage rehearsal at the University auditorium. Here the Greek
students had prepared a couple of dances which were to be incorporated, plus some boys
had roles as policemen and citizens. Since it was a play with which they were familiar we
quickly ran through the play. The ease with which we were able to incorporate the sections
which were to be performed by the Greek students brought home the point that language is
no barrier when it comes to theatre.

Our next destination was the beach of Matala, a major tourist attraction. The drive up
to Matala was breathtakingly beautiful with the mountains on one side and the sea on the
other. The sea itself was a brilliant blue and many tourists were either swimming or
sunbathing. We satisfied ourselves with wading into the sea and after an exotic seafood
lunch we continued on our way to the village of Pefkos, our halt for the night and lannis’s
country home. The beautiful house on top of the hill with olive groves, orange , peach and
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cherry orchards and with a vineyard to boot, seemed to be a location for a film shoot. We
couldn’t have been more excited! However there were to be no end to surprises that day.
Soon the neighbours trooped in with traditional Greek dishes and we all enjoyed a traditional
Greek supper washed down with homemade wine under a starlit sky with some impromptu
song and dance. It seemed [ was watching a scene from Shakespeare’s As You Like It, such
was the level of enchantment. The next day was our performance so after dinner we diligently
tried to rehearse but the days travelling and the sumptuous dinner soon got in the way of our
noble intentions.

26" May: The Big day, our performance. No nonsense today. Breakfast followed by
final rehearsal and then the two hour drive back to Heraklion. Luch at lannis’s place. lannis
who understands Bangla pretty well must have told his mother that some of us were literally
dying for some plain simple rice. So imagine our delight when there was herb rice on the
menu. However we did not have the luxury to spend much time over food today. There
would be a Press Meet at 4 p.m. followed by the play. We were pleasantly surprised to find
that the auditorium was full; we honestly had not expected so many people to turn out for the
show. Happily our play was very well received. We were even featured in the evening
telecast! With the headache of the performance over we were free to enjoy the night life in
Heraklion. Some went to a pub, while some others preferred to walk by the seashore. It was
a full moon night and the beauty of the moon blanched sea shore was magical.

27t May: Up early, to catch the ferry to Santorini. These ferries are miniature cruises,
offering five star amenities. From specialty restaurants to luxurious rooms they have it all.
This journey was to be a short one so we decided to go up on deck and enjoy the view.
These islands are volcanic and the rocks and vegetation at the bottom impart an inky blue
colour to the waters. We sailed past many small islands and finally spotted Santorini. Santorini
is hard to miss with its iconic white cave houses built into the hillside. It has world famous
vineyards and spectacular beaches. We first visited Santos Vines, a famous vineyard and
saw how wines are prepared and bottled. The beautiful property half way up the hillside
overlooks the sea and sitting at the café and sampling the wines was a novel experience
indeed. Suddenly the place was teeming with people and we were witness to a Greek wedding.
The groom and the bride exchanged rings, said their vows and were toasted by friends,
family and onlookers. From here we went to the towns of Fira and Oia on the hill top . From
Oia we witnessed a glorious sunset as the sun dipped into the Aegean Sea. Immediately the
temperature dropped and cool breeze began to blow. The lights in the shops and houses
came on one by one and it seemed we were in a land of fireflies. Just one day was definitely
not enough to enjoy the beauty of this wonderful island.
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28t May: Arrived at Athens after a 9 hour journey. Today we would visit Sounion. At
Sounion, about 70kms from Athens, is the Temple of Poseidon, the Greek God of the Sea.
Here the horizon meets the Aegean sea. I couldn’t believe that | was actually standing there!
Up on the hilltop it was windy and we happily clambered up the hillside resting occasionally
to catch our breath. The sun took its own sweet time to rest and we had all the time in the
world to capture the sights for posterity. The sun finally dipped into an inky blue ocean at
about 8.30.and we proceeded to a nearby café for a seafood dinner. Needless to say it was
interesting, comprising of squid, and lobster among others. After a supremely relaxed dinner
we headed back to Athens under a canopy of stars. It was magical. When we reached
Athens, the night was still young, the cafes were doing brisk business and people walked
around leisurely or sat in groups chatting or listening to the street musicians. The Acropolis
on the hilltop was brilliantly lit up and Goddess Athena looked down indulgently on the
antics of the mortals below.

28" May: The Trip to Delphi. The extensive site covers the south western slope of
Mount Parnassus. The pan —Helenic sanctuary of Delphi, where the oracle of Apollo spoke,
was the site of the Omphalos, the ‘navel of the world’. Legend has it that Zeus in order to
locate the centre of the earth released two eagles from the opposite ends of the earth. They
collided at Delphi and Zeus deduced that Delphi was the Omphalos. Steeped in myths Delphi
is a major site for the worship of Apollo. By far the most important form of divination came
from priestess of Apollo, Pythia. Apollo himself possessed the Pythia and spoke enigmatic
prophecies directly through her, hence ensuring the sanctity, potency and authenticity of the
oracle. Throughout the ancient classical world people consulted the oracle. On the way back
from Delphi we took a detour through the ancient city of Thebes. | got goosebumps just
imagining that I was actually at the crossroad where Oedipus had challenged his father!
Although Thebes is now a modern city, history and myth have wrapped a magical veil over
it ,transforming it into the stuff of dreams.

29t% May: Our last day. We had had a wonderful trip and actually getting to see the
places we had only read about had been an exhilarating and enriching experience. Greece
is a beautiful country, steeped in history and culture, blessed with a balmy climate and
beautiful and hospitable people. Greece consists of 1,400 islands so I do hope that I will go
back again to this amazing country.
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An Overview of the Cultural Activities
of College (2017-2018)

Prof. Mauli Sanyal
Convener

Cultural Committee

Cultural activities are an integral part of New Alipore College curriculum and the year
2017- 18 was no exception to it. One of the most important events of the college, the Annual
Prize Distribution was held on September 9, 2017. It was an honour and privilege to
have with us Swami Suparnananda Maharaj, Honorary Secretary, RKMIC, Kolkata, as the
Chief Guest for this occasion. Dr. Pushpitaranjan Bhattacharya, Principal, Heritage College,
graced the occasion as the Guest-of-Honour. Our students were truly fortunate to have
received their awards for academic excellence from such dignitaries. Vanmohatsav was
celebrated on the same day and the cultural committee was a part of it.

The sesquicentennial birth anniversary of Sister Nivedita was celebrated on
October 28, 2017. The programme commenced with a rally by the students, teachers and
staff around the college with posters and plackards of Sister Nivedita and her teachings. The
NSS wing of the college played a prominent role in it. Dr. Chandan Chakraborty, Principal,
Madhyamgram College, was the Chief Guest and Smt. Sanghamitra Ghosh, Principal, New
Alipore Sri Sarada Ashram Uchha Balika Vidyalaya was present as the Guest-of-Honour.
The two dignitaries delivered lectures on Sister Nivedita’s philosophy of life. A documentary
on Sister Nivedita, was also screened on this occasion. Smt. Ghosh presented the college
with copies of books on the life of Sister Nivedita published by Sarada Mission which were
distributed among the teachers and students of the college.

For the first time New Alipore College organized the Annual Cultural Festival cum Winter
Carnival- ‘Avensis’. It was the brainchild of our Vice Principal, Prof. Dibes Bera and the
Cultural Sub-Committee had the privilege to give it shape and turn the dream into reality.
The three day programme held from 20" to 22" December 2017, consisted of several events
like Departmental Exhibitions, Music Workshop, Extempore, Debate, Painting and Drama
Competitions. The College was fortunate to have renowned personalities like Prof. Amitava
Gupta, retired teacher of the Department of English, Maulana Azad College, Smt. Jui Biswas,
Councillor Ward no 81, KMC, Prof Avijit Majumdar, Department of Physics, IIEST and Prof.
Satya Ranjan Bhattacharya of Saha Institute of Nuclear Physics as Guests of Honour and
part of the jury for the departmental exhibitions. They were highly impressed with the works
of our students. The students made tremendous efforts to showcase their knowledge and
grasp over their respective subjects through their exhibits. Renowned Rabindra Sangeet
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singer, Smt. Kamalinee Mukherjee, conducted a music workshop for the students. The
responses from the students were overwhelming. The painting competition ‘Battle of the
Brushes’ was held on the second day. Artist Smt. Rakhee Roy was the judge for the painting
competition and the idea was to capture the beauty of the Winter Season. On the same day
extempore and debate competitions were held and the students participated enthusiastically.
The topic for debate was ‘Social Media is a weapon in the hands of individuals’. Popular
Radio Jockey, R.J. Roy of Radio One, judged the competitions. The third day was scheduled
for the drama competition- ‘Come Alive’. The event was co-ordinated and judged by famous
theatre personality Smt. Urmimala Basu. We were mesmerised by the talents of our students.
The three day long programme concluded with a cultural programme ‘Wingding’ by the
students, the teachers and for the first time-the non-teaching staff. We were overwhelmed by
the enthusiasm and active participation of the entire college, especially of the students in
Avensis. The college wishes to extend the scope of Avensis to include more events and other
colleges in the coming years.

Our students were encouraged to take part in competitions held outside the college
premises like the Zoo Festival (14"- 18th November, 2017) at Alipore Zoo, Chhatro-
Yuva Utsav (17" to 18" January 2018) organized by the Government of West Bengal and
other Inter College Competitions in various colleges like Jogesh Chaudhuri College,
Naba Ballygunge Mahavidyalaya and the like. In many of the events our students got awards
for their performances.

The year 2018 started with S wami Vivekananda’s birth anniversary celebrations.
Prof. Gorachand Nag, HOD, Economics, delivered an enriching lecture on Swamiji. We
were also entertained by songs and recitation of self composed poems by our students. The
programme concluded with the screening of a documentary on the life of Swamiji prepared
by Prof. Amartya Saha of the Department of Journalism.

Saraswati Puja, was celebrated in the college premises with humility and respect on
22 January 2018, and the efforts of the Students Union of the college were commendable.
Our college celebrated the colours of spring with ‘Vasanta Utsav’on the 6" of March,
2018. The programme commenced with a ‘prabhat pheri’ by the students, teachers and staff
of the college with colours and flowers in hand. A small function was also held in the college
grounds where the teachers and students performed songs and dance celebrating the youthful
and colourful season. It was a humble effort of the cultural committee to introduce the students
to the celebrations as propounded by Gurudev Rabindranath Tagore in Santiniketan. The
teachers and students attired in yellow and red dresses gave a spectacular show.
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The intra-college competition Protishruti was also held on this day. It was primarily
organised by the Students Union of the college under the direct supervision of the Cultural
Sub-Committee of the Teacher’s Council. Students participated enthusiastically in the Quiz
and Anatakshari competitions. The year ended with a sweet note. Rabindra Jayanti was
held on 15" May, 2018. Students, teachers and the non-teaching staff payed homage to Kabi
Guru Rabindranath Tagore through his songs, dances, poems and narratives.

The Cultural Committee is thankful to The President of the Governing Body and the
MIC PWD, Sports & Youth Services, Govt. of West Bengal, Mr. Aroop Biswas, all the members
of the Governing Body, Vice Principal, Prof. Dibes Bera, the Secretary of the Teachers Council,
Prof. Gorachand Nag, Bursar, Prof. Gobindalal Mandal, all the teachers, non-teaching staff,
the Students Union and above all the students, for the rich and varied cultural activities of
the college.
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A Report on the field work on the Santals of Susunia

Prof. Nabanita Goswamy

Dept. of Anthropology

Third year Hons. and General students of Anthropology Dept. went to Hapania
Ramnathpur, Susunia for their ethnographic and pre historic field work from 12th November
2017 to 30th November 2017 at Susunia Youth Hostel. Prof. Nabanita Goswamy, Prof.
Mandima Biswas, Prof. Monimekhala Dasgupta accompanied the students for pre historic
field work they visited Gandheswari river bed for doing stratigraphy and excavation, and at
Sahebpukur, Siulibona, Dhankura and Beraldanga stratigraphy and surface collection was
made. For ethnographic field work, they collected data among the Santals on their different

social institutions to have a ‘thick description’ of the people living in Ramnathpur Village.

Students were very excited about the field works and found it very interesting to collect
qualitative and quantitative data, the different methodologies they applied to collect data and
to cheer the theories learnt. In the begining they were very auxious whether they would be
able to build rapport with them in order to collect data on the lives of the inhabitants. But

later they found it is really very easy to approach the villagers and to work with them.

Through prehistoric field work students came to know about the different techniques.
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New Alipore College Nature Club : The journey begins ......

Prof. Debarati Das
Secretary

New Alipore College Nature Club

The New Alipore College Nature Club started its journey officially on 12.12.2017. Our
Nature Club is committed to sensitizing the members on issues relating to Environment.
New Alipore College Nature Club encourages the members to be pro-active towards
sustainable development in their given milieu. The members of New Alipore College Nature
Club consists of the teachers, non teaching staff and students from various departments who
are ready to do their bit for nature tirelessly. With more than fifty members, the Nature Club
of New Alipore College embodies devotion to Mother Nature and Her creations. Such
consciousness itself has carried us far beyond books to work for our theme of conserving

biodiversity.

From campaigns to holding seminars for prevention of plastic pollution to collection of
information and photographs of the environment, the Nature Club members of New Alipore
College have done it all. This year we have visited the ‘Flower show’ organised by The
Agrihorticulture Society of India on 10" February,2018, which provided a glimpse to the
beauty of nature. Much knowledge were accumulated by the fascinated members of New
Alipore College Nature Club of techniques for the beautification of the college campus and
use of eco-friendly products. The Nature Club also conducted a seminar to commemorate
‘National Science Day’ on 28.02.2018. A photography competition in connection with the
visit to the Flower show was held on the same day. Arko Sengupta, 1I" year B.Sc. Botany
(H) student received the first prize in the photography competition. The photography
competition was preceded by a very interesting and enlightening talk by Dr. Rita Paul of
Charuchandra College on mimicry.

We are proud that in 2018, India has been chosen as the global host by the United
Nations Environment Programme (UNEP, now also known as UN Environment) to address
environmental issues primarily focusing on ‘Plastic Pollution’. Therefore, to celebrate
the World Environment Day on 5" June, 2018, New Alipore College Nature Club organized
a seminar cum film show and a free from plastic usage campaign to support the cause. The
programme was inaugurated by our Vice Principal, Prof. Dibes Bera who always motivates
and provides us with the necessary impetus to strive forward. Plans are underway to render
proper recognition to the New Alipore College Nature Club as an initiative of New Alipore
College. Our aim is to teach by example that a clean environment is a communal as well as
individual duty and that we are the protectors of our environment. The members of New
Alipore College Nature Club uphold this positive attitude of environmental consciousness
which we hope will in the future ultimately bring forth recognition in the world outside. Thus,
the one thing we can all agree on is that the Nature Club of New Alipore College has taken
the first few steps towards leaving its footprints in the sands of time.
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Celebration of National
Mathematics Day : A Report
Prof. Rita Chaudhuri

Assistant Professor
Department of Mathematics

One day conference was organised by the Department of Mathematics, New Alipore
College on the occasion of Ramanujan’s 130" birthday on 22" December, 2017 as National
Mathematics Day. The Indian Mathematical genius Srinivasa Ramanujan was born on 22
December, 1887 and died on 26™ April, 1920. The Government of India decided to celebrate
Ramanujan’s birthday as the National Mathematics Day every year in recognition of his

contribution to mathematics.

The conference started with a warm welcome note by Prof. Dibes Bera, Teacher-in-
charge, New Alipore College, followed by inaugural speech by Prof. Kollol Paul, Department
of Mathematics, Jadavpur University. Prof. Paul was elaborated the relevance and need of

celebration of the day.

The first speaker of this conference was Dr .Parthasarathi Mukhopadhyay, Department
of Mathematics, Ramakrishna Mission Residential College, Narendrapur. His topic was
‘Srinivasa Ramanujan Ek Mohajiban’. Dr. Mukhopadhyay presented elaborately the life
and work of Ramanujan and his oratorical skill left audience spell bound. The second speaker
of the conference was Prof. Sumitra Purkayastha, Applied Statistical unit, Indian Statistical
Institute. The topic of the speaker was ‘what is the number of distinct real root of cubic
equation’. He delivered a wonderful and knowledgeable lecture on the topic. The celebration
of National Mathematics Day ended by showing a movie ‘The man who knew infinity’

based on the life of Ramanujan to inspire the students.

The conference was a grand success with active participation of students of the College.
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Visit to Agri-Horticultural Society of India -
New Alipore College Nature Club Event

Arko Sengupta
B.Sc., 2nd Year
Botany Honours

We visited to the AGRI-Horticultural Society of India to relish the Annual Flower Show
on 10* February. 2018. It was the first event of our Nature Club. The experience of that
flower show was asymptotic & fathomless for us. We're just flabbergasted after watching
those several kinds of flowers, orchids, vegetables etc. The atmosphere inside the society

was very attractive & also an ideal place to visit for NATURE lovers.

We, members of nature club, New Alipore College, foregathered at the main gate of
Agri Horticultural Society of India at 8 am in the morning. We eagerly stepped into the
annual flower show and the guidance of our professors helped us very much. We observed
several kinds of colorful flowers, different types of colorful orchids & the aerial roots of the
orchids. Then we observed several kinds of cactus and bonsai also. One of the attractive
parts of that show was the daily life vegetables segment, there was several kinds of fresh
vegetables, the sizes of those veggies were terribly huge and fleshy. It seemed like we consumed
that particular few hours within a fraction of second with full of joy and satisfaction. It was
a brilliant experience of ours in the debut of our nature club. We left that beautiful place with

lots of memories and knowledge.

Later, a photography competition was organized by our New Alipore College Nature
Club on ‘Flowers of the Annual Flower Show at the Agri-Horticultural Society of India’.
Judgment of this competition was done by open voting from the students & faculties inside
the auditorium. [ was ecstatic to receive the first prize at the competition in the presence of
such august gathering.

Our New Alipore College Nature Club has just set off on a new journey and this initiative

of New Alipore College is invaluable.

Our motto is to keep our nature safe and clean.
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Report on ‘One Week Research Methodology Workshop’

CMA Dr. Samyabrata Das
Associate Professor of Commerce & Coordinator, IQAC

A workshop on ‘Research Methodology’ was organised by the Internal Quality Assurance
Cell (IQAC) of New Alipore College (with assistance from the Departments of Commerce,
Economics and Mathematics of New Alipore College) in collaboration with the Department

of Commerce, University of Calcutta held between 14th March 2018 and 20th March 2018
at New Alipore College.

The workshop opened with a formal Inaugural Session at 10.30 am on 14.03.2018. It
continued from 10:30 am to 5.00 pm with a lunch break between 1.30 pm and 2.00 pm. The
workshop was inaugurated by the gracious guest Dr. D.R. Dandapat, Dean, Commerce,
Social Welfare and Business Management, University of Calcutta by lighting the lamp. Then
he delivered the inaugural address. He explained the importance of this workshop for the
research scholar and academic community. Prof. Dibes Bera, Teacher-in-Charge of New
Alipore College delivered the welcome address. He appreciated the efforts of the team that
organised the workshop. Dr. Samyabrata Das, Associate Professor of Commerce and
Coordinator of the Internal Quality Assurance Cell (IQAC) of New Alipore College highlighted
the overview of the workshop with core aims, objectives, design and areas. Prof. Gorachand
Nag, Associate Professor of Economics and Secretary of the Teachers’ Council of New
Alipore College offered a vote of thanks. Eminent resource persons from India and abroad
shared their views during the workshop. The resource persons include Prof. Kumarjit Mandal
(Associate Professor, Department of Economics, University of Calcutta), Prof J.K. Das
(Professor of Statistics and Head of the Department of Commerce, University of Calcutta),
Prof. Achintya Ray (Professor, Department of Economics, Tennessee State University, USA),
Prof. Arup Kumar Chattopadhyay (Professor, Department of Economics, University of
Burdwan), Prof. Gautam Banerjee (Associate Professor, NIT, Durgapur), Prof. Shankar
Kumar Bhaumik (Professor, Department of Economics, Central University of South Bihar,
Gaya), Prof. Panchanan Das (Professor, Department of Economics, University of Calcutta),
Prof. Asis Kr. Chattopadhyay (Professor, Department of Statistics, University of Calcutta),
Prof. Sharmistha Banerjee (Professor, Department of Business Management, University of
Calcutta) and Prof. Ashish Kumar Sana, Professor, Department of Commerce, University of
Calcutta). Topics of discussion include ‘Introduction to Time Series Analysis’, ‘Research

Methodology’, ‘Qualitative Data Analysis’, ‘Regression Analysis, Time Series and Forecasting’,
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‘Philosophy of Research’, ‘Testing of Hypothesis: Parametric and Non-parametric Tests’,
‘Basic Econometric Analysis on Estimation and Diagnostic Checking using Cross-Section
Data’, ‘SPSS’, ‘Limited Dependent Variable Models: Theory and Applications’, ‘Panel Data
Analysis’ etc. Prof. Gorachand Nag, Associate Professor of Economics and Secretary of the
Teachers’ Council of New Alipore College delivered the valedictory address. The Certificates
were presented to the participants by the esteemed dignitaries. The workshop was concluded
with a vote of thanks proposed by Dr. Samyabrata Das, Associate Professor of Commerce
and Coordinator of the Internal Quality Assurance Cell (IQAC) of New Alipore College. The
workshop was attended by forty participants. The programme was concluded with a happy

note from everyone.
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A Seminar Report on Citizenship and
its Various Aspects

Department of Political Science

The Department of Political Science, New Alipore College hosted a discussion on
Citizenship and its various aspects on 27" March 2018. Students of the department from
various years, came together to be a part of it. Dr. Madhuparna Dutta (Assistant Professor,
Department of Political Science, New Alipore College) introduced the theme of the seminar.
She dwelled on the significance of the term citizen and citizenship. Renowned Professor
Swadhin Kumar De (Retired Associate Professor, Maulana Abul Kalam Azad College, Kolkata)
chaired and offered the audience with few interesting facets of the notion of citizenship. His
delineation of good and bad citizens was indeed beguiling. The presentation by Prof (Dr,)
Lipi Ghosh, (Professor, Centre for South and Southeast Asian Studies, Calcutta University)
was primarily on the context of Citizenship in Indian society. She lucidly elucidated the
Citizenship Act of 1955 and the diverse means of acquisition of Citizenship under the Act.
The presentation further explored the new Amendment in the Citizenship Act in 2015 under
the Modi government and how this Amendment facilitated the merger of Person of Indian
Origin (PIO) and QOverseas Citizenship of India (OCI) schemes, by which PIOs would also
get life-long Indian visa. Prof.Bimal Shankar Nanda(President, West Bengal Political Science
Association and Associate Professor, Charu Chandra College, Kolkata) made an illuminating
discussion on the theoretical aspects of topic of the day. He highlighted three different classical
conceptions of citizenship. The first is the liberal conception, which emphasises the equality
of rights which each citizen holds, and how these rights enable the individual to pursue their
aims and goals. The second theory, communitarianism. He argued that for communitarians,
the individual does not exist prior to the community. A third theory of citizenship is the
republican tradition. It accentuates participation in government as the foundation for the
promotion of the civic good. Next he talked about one of the greatest theorist on Citizenship
Thomas H Marshall who, he said, was originally an economic historian but moved to the
sociology field around the 1950’s. From here on, Marshall wrote many essays and literature
including ‘citizenship and social class’ as well as creating the three strands of civil, political
and social rights. The discussion on Citizenship became a lively one as the students, the
departmental faculties, the chair and the presenters participated actively sharing and debating
on various aspects of citizenship. Hence, the discussion titled ‘Citizenship and its Various
aspects’ organized by the Department of Political Science, New Alipore College focussed not
only on the people or human centric approach to the topic of discussion but also provided a
theoretical exposition on the theme.
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A Report on the Seminar ‘Ultrafast spin dynamics’
organised by Department of Physics

Prof. Kartik Adhikari
Assistant Professor

Department of Physics

This seminar was organized by Department of Physics of New Alipore College on,
6% April 2018.

The principal purpose of the seminar was to introduce our college students with various
modern research fields on magnetism to motivate our students. We invited Prof. Anjan Barman
from S. N. Bose Centre, Kolkata, who is currently Senior Professor and Associate Dean
(faculty) of Department of CMPMS of the same institute. Prof. Barman was felicitated by
Physics Department at the presence of Vice Principal, TCS, various faculty members, staff
members and students of our college. Prof. Barman delivered a nice presentation on very
basics and various interesting research fields of magnetism as well as showed various research
facilities available in his laboratory. There were very fruitful discussions between Prof. Barman
and students. Our students were delighted after interacting with Prof. Barman. Lastly, Prof.

Barman invited all students to make a visit to his laboratory as soon as possible.
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Sudeshna Sengupta
B.A., 2nd Year
English Honours
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Celebration of Republic Day in the college premises




Prof. Mala Sengupta
Dept. of Commerce
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Prize distribution to underpriviliged children during NSS camp
organised by NSS Unit, New Alipore College
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Cultural programme by faculty during Avensis 2017
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Rabindra Jayanti celebrations in college
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Une Day Ssminas

College cleaning activity by NCC Unit, New Alipore College




Music workshop during Avensis 2017




Swarnadwip Bhattacharya
g B.Sc., 3rd Year

ii i ' Chemistry Honours



Drama competition during Avensis 2017
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Indoor games

Workshop organised by IQAC




Prize distribution during Avensis 2017




Scientific name : Catharanthus roseus Scientific name : Ocimum sanctum
Common name : Nayantara Common name : Tulsi

Use: It is used to treat cancer, Use : It is used to treat diabetes, muscle
wasp stings and depression. pain, respiratory disorders, and allergies.

Scientific name : Withania somnifera Scientific name : Hibiscus rosa sinensis
Common name : Aswagandha Common name : China Rose

Use: It has immunity-boosting, Use: It provides relief from high blood
antioxidant, anti-stress properties. pressure and high cholesterol.

Scientific name : Nelumbo nucifera Scientific name : Andrographis paniculata
Common name : Lotus/Padma Common name : Kalmegh

Use: It is beneficial to the spleen, Use: It provides relief from flu and
kidney and heart. exhibits anti-HIV, antibacterial,

antioxidant, antiparasitic properties.

Courtesy : Department of Botany
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Hollyhock in full bloom in olleg garden
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